ELP Fall 2011 Newsletter
It’s hard to believe first quarter is almost over. Our main groups have started but please note this doesn’t mean your child won’t be involved in ELP at some point this year. I’ve had many students ask “Why was I in it last year but not this year?” We will do many various groups throughout the year focusing on different themes based on not only test scores but also teacher recommendations. So please tell your student to continue to work hard in class and try their best on MAPS and ITBS tests. 
As always check our ELP website for updated pictures and info on projects the students are working on at www.corningelp.weebly.com or off of the school’s main web page. Ms. Klopp will be out a couple of weeks for surgery but I will try to keep it up to date as much as possible. While I’m gone please welcome Ms. Forester to our room.  If you need to reach me please email me at: tklopp@corningcsd.org and I will try to check my email while I’m out. I will be out from Oct. 17, 2011 to probably just before thanksgiving and missing my students desperately.
So what are we doing in ELP this year and how can I help my student? First encourage your student to always try. Sometimes they hit the wall of “this is hard” and they want to give up. Many times I throw problems at the students which are purposely designed to cause frustration to test how fast they give up or if they keep trying. My purpose is to push these students because high achievers are used to things coming easy to them. Then when they reach high school and “have” to study, they start to struggle.
Junior Great Book students should be bringing home their stories for them to read aloud to you for their second reading. There are questions notated on the side of the text for parents to go over and discuss with their students.  We spend 3-4 weeks on one story, so you should see a story about once a month.
Future Problem Solvers and National History Day students could use your help on researching their topic and gaining feedback on their projects.  Future problem solvers are tackling the problems associated with Coral Reefs and the state qualifying problem this year is Human Rights. Anything you see in the news media on these subjects should be brought to the student’s attention. 
National History day’s theme this year is Revolution, Reaction and Reform in history. Normally the students want to pick a topic at least 50 years in the past to be able to reflect upon the impact it had in history. 
Finally here is the breakdown of what the other groups topics are for the first semester. Parents feel free to ask them what they learned this week, provide books on the subjects, or explore the internet with your child on these topics. 
· 1st Core Character Quest (responsibility, trustworthiness, respect, fairness, citizenship and caring).
· 2nd Core Dinosaurs (the focus is on fossils, telling time and learning about dinosaurs)
· 2nd Math Seekers will be on a mathematical Greek treasure hunt
· 3rd & 4th Core House Design (students become architects, they learn about area, how to draw a blueprint and how to use various methods to design the outside and inside of their house for a specific client they chose)
· 3rd&4th Math Seekers on our a Math Quest working with specific problem solving strategies
· 5th& 6th Core Future Problem Solvers
· 5th& 6th Math Seekers are working with the Stock Market and understanding all aspects of investing.
· 7th & 8th Core Future City Design, National History Day and we just finished up using Ipads to work with Imovie. 
· 1-6th Junior Great books are working on reading strategies and various stories throughout the year
Things will be a little chaotic this semester so please bare with us and please email me if you have any concerns or questions. 
Ms. Klopp
